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MINING LAWS OF JACKSON COUNTY, 1860-1876
With Introduction and Notes

By VERNE BLUE

One example of the interesting subjects for research
that county archives offer is the mining records in those
counties where mineral wealth has been an important
or controlling factor in their civilization. Nowhere in
the state is this more apparent than in Jackson County.
It found its origin in the gold mining camps of the early
fifties, a county government being erected in 1852. All
interests centered in the mines and if in the passing of
seventy years they have lost their dominance, the mines
still remain one of the important sources of wealth to
the county and of livelihood to a large portion of its
people. The early history of the county could be writ-
ten from the records of its mines; they are extremely
valuable, usually interesting, and sometimes curious
documents. A short digression describing them will not
be out of place.

They consist of a series of small volumes not uniform
in size, bound in board covers. The series is not com-
plete, but it covers about twenty years from 1860 to 1880
with references to earlier dates. Volume one is one of
those missing, but a large and essential part of it
appears in a later volume of copies of Conveyances
of Mining Property made from these general rec-
ords by an order of the County Court in 1889.! Two or
three volumes appear in the Recorder’s office while the
rest were dug up, here one and there another, from
under the eaves of the attic in the wood shed, mingled

1 Mining Locations and Water Rights Records, No. 1, page 1. In vault at
Recorder's office. County court order for January term, 1889. The county clerk
was instructed to copy into ‘‘a suitable record book all the records of mining
claims and water rights which are now contained in the old volumes of such records
and carefully index the same.” The copies were made and the files of mining
records under the title given at the first of the paragraph are complete to date, but
the interest and importance of the old records which were then tossed into the
discard and which only chance has preserved from destruction, is in the fact that
the Mining District Laws were not copied into the new records. If there were any
other important omissions only a careful reading would show, but it would seem
that nothing but that for which the title called was copied.
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with the chaos of other records there found. They con-
tain Locations of Mining Property,2 Water Rights, Tun-
nel Rights, Claims to River Bed, Bills of Sale, and Laws
of Mining Camps. Here is a more informative record
as to the population than the early census records give.
Americans, French, Chinese, Hawaiians,3 a cosmopolitan
throng, individuals and companies, march through the
pages of these books. The prices of property and the
rise, decline and desertion of camps can be read there.
The driving of the foreigners from the mines is an im-
portant social and economic change.

The first recorded bill of sale* is dated October 19,
1854. It is for mining property on Foot’s Creek trans-
ferred from A. McNeil and Benjamin Armstrong to E.

2 The first regular entry of which there is any record is given on page 2,
Mining Locations and Water Rights Records, No. 1, and must therefore be a copy
from volume one of the original Mining Records which has disappeared. It is dated
Oct. 29, 1857.

“We, the undersigned, claim six claims of one hundred yards each of the Ravine
running up from the notice lying southwest from Fort Lane, half way between Hayncs
and Evans. We intend to work said claim as soon as water will permit.”

F. BEEDLE,
L. LOINE,

H. MARBLE,
T. SNYDER,
T. BOLTER,
W. STARCK.

This entry is important, for it indicates a gap of five years after the organiza-
tion of the county and of six since the discovery of gold, for which there are no
official records. What might be called a *“freak entry” appears on the first page of .
Mining Converances and Bills of Sale Records No. 1; this is the Magruder purchase
of Oct, 19, 1854. The sceond entry is dated 1866 and is the first of an unbroken
chronological series. It was a bill of sale from Poy, a Chinaman, to a fellow coun-
tryman, Hin Hang, for property on Jackson creek; price, $150.

3 Conveyances and Bills of Sale, Mining Record No. 1, page 29: Bill of Sale
from Simon McCalester to Kanaka Jo.

Sterlingville, Oregon, Nov. 21, 1862.

“This is to certify that I have this day sold and received pay for my six
mining claims and my full interest in the water Ditch claims known as the Hendricks
claims to Kanaka Jo for the sum of Thirty Dollars.”

Same source, p. 27: To T. H. Gilson from owner of doubtful name, a claim
“situated in Negroe Flat starting with diggings known as the Negroe Flat claim:
Also the undivided one-half of the water ditch sold to the Kanakas by William and
Simon McCalester in November, 1862.” Dated Jacksonville, 1866,

In Mining Records (original), volume 2, Oct. 20, 1860: “300 yards of mining
claims on Kanaka Flat adjoining the claim of Manuel (Portugee) on the lower side
of his claim PR

Vol. 9, p. 19: “Notice is hereby given that the undersizned claims a mining
claim situated on Kanaka Flat and about twenty yards from the house now occupied
by us. Said claim being in a gulch and is about two hundred yards in length.
Said claim is held by purchase. July 31st, 1866.”

KELEIKIPI (KANAKA) AND CO.

4 The record of this transaction is found in a volume entitled *Mining Con-
veyances,” Vol. 1. This first volume has on its first page the bill of sale mentioned
in the text, dated 1854. On the second page the bill of sale there recorded is dated
1866, and from there on the record runs in unbroken chronological succession to
1881. Volume 2, being the same title, carries the record to 1893,

This one instance seems to indicate the peculiar things that often appear in
these old documents.
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Magruder for $20. In 1866, Magruder donated the en-
tire property to his three sons. Throughout the sixties
and earlier, there were a great many sales to Chinese
companies as well as to single Chinamen; for example:

Wolf Creek, August 20th, 1859.

Know all men by these presents that I the under-
signed have this day sold one mining claim 150 yards
together with 8 sluices, 2 picks, 2 shovels, 2 hatchets, 1
root ax, and one cabin to one Chinaman by the name of
Chick, for the sum of thirty dollars.

EPHRAIM ALLEN.
Paid by cash $4.

The other $26 to be paid in five days.

The expansion of the mines, that is to say, the rush
to a new field, can be traced in the sudden increase of
notices recorded to hold claims by discovery, attended by
a flock of notices claiming holdings adjacent. Into the
formal legal phases one can read something of the fever
of rivalry in which the golden grounds were sought and
held in that frontier time. It is apparent from the rec-
ords that the main interest in the sixties, particularly at
the beginning, was in quartz.® Some claims were held
both for “mining and building purposes.” Also others
were taken for “mining and agricultural purposes.”
Along many of the creeks still linger the hillside farms
and cabins of those whose grandfathers seized upon the
land for mining.

Gold was not the only mineral which interested the
pioneers. In volume 3, which covers 1860 from June

5 Vol. 3, Mining Recorls (original), p. 1. Notice to hold one quartz mining
claim by discovery. *Notice is hereby given that the undersigned claims one quartz
mining claim of 100 yards by right of discovery situated on a quartz lead known as
the Spring lead on the right hand side of the road leading from the Dardanelles,
about 250 vards north of the cabin belonging to Michael Moran in the Blackwell
diggings con'mencing on the eastern side of my prospect hole on said lead and run-
ning from thence in a westerly direction with said lead 100 yards including all the

dips, angles and outeroppings belonging to the same, taken under the provisions of
the act of the Legislature regulating quartz mining.”
June 18, 1860 PATRICK LYNCH.

Filed and recorded June 18, 1860.
WM. HOFFMAN, Recorder, Jackson County.
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18, on page 59 is a notice for three claims of iron ore.®
A notice to hold a limestone quarry is dated Sept. 18 of
the same year, the claim being somewhere ‘“above the
mouth of Dutch Creek.” In the same year Sam Newhall
took up a soapstone quarry on the “right hand fork of
Jackson Creek and running across Kanaka Flat.” Then
in May and June of 1861 there was a veritable silver
boom.”

In 1864 an Act ® was passed by the legislature giving
authority to miners to make laws for their districts.
Associations of men seem inevitably to tend to become
units of government, even though these be ephemeral.
There are, moreover, laws recorded or referred to for
fiv years preceding this act of 1864. If volume one of
Mining Records could be found, mining laws of the terri-
torial period would probably appear. It is altogether
likely that such laws, if sufficient unofficial sources could
be uncovered, would be found to antedate county govern-
ment itself. The first laws which have been found so
far begin in volume 2, page 112, and bear the unattrac-
tive but suggestive name of Humbug Creek.

Some of the laws are drawn with much simplicity,
others make an obvious effort to sound technically legal
in phrasing, but they all show considerable perspicacity

6 Same source, p. 59: Three claims of iron ore are described in the location
notice as on the ‘““North side of Bear Crcek . . . wupon the trail leading from
Bear Creek to the head of what is called Dry Creek. The general bearing of said
Iron Ore is 8 E from a certain Red Oak tree marked J. H. ncar a Gulch.” The
claims belonged to James, William and George Hamlin.

7 Pages 221-226 of volume 3 are a solid silver record. The big silver lead
was discovered at the head of California Beaver Creek, by A. G. Hatch, May, 1861.
Shortly afterward another was opened ‘‘about onc mile south of the headwate:s of
Elliott Creek,” and a third *“on Siskiyou Mountain on the divide between FElliott
Creek and Beaver Creek.” These three discoveries were probably the result of
effort excited by the filing of a silver claim the preceding February, on Spring
CGulch, running along the crest of the mountain toward Applegate creek. It was
to be known as the Emerald Ledge in the Mining District of ‘“Thompson’s Creek.”

In all, 28 gilver claims were recorded in May and June. There were more later
on in the summer.

R General Laws of Oregon, 1843-1864 (Deady), page 814, section 6. Law
of Oct. 24, 1864 (in part): *“Miners shall be empowered to make local laws in
relation to the possession of water rights, the possession and working of placer
claims and the survey and sale of town lots in mining camps, subject to the laws
of the United States.”

This act was entitled *“An Act to establish and regulite quartz mining claims
and in relation to placer claims, town sites, and water rights in mining camps.”
It supersedeélo the Act of Oct. 19, 1860, which had superseded that (the first) of
Jan. 21, 1859.



142 VERNE BLUE

in meeting the needs of the makers. It is plain that
there were among these early miners men with the
knowledge to construct appropriate and inclusive rules
for an existing situation; it would seem that it were a
part of American folk-genius not to feel at home without
the tangible presence of constitution and by-laws.

MINING LAws oF HuMBUG CREEK (Vol. 2, p. 112)

Article 1st
Size of Claims
Each man shall hold a claim 100 yards square by pre-
emption and as much by purchase as he represents.

Article 2nd
Priority of Water Rights
The oldest claim shall have the first right to the water
but shall run no water by unnecessarily to keep others
from using it.

Article 3rd
Necessary Work to Hold Claim
No claim shall be considered forfeited if worked one
day in every five during the time there is a good ground
sluice head in the creek.

Article 4th
Restriction on Dams, E'tc.
No person or company shall put a dam, reservoir or
any obstruction in the creek, provided it is a damage to
those above said obstruction.

Article 5th
Flood-gate for Dams to Be Kept Open
Any person or company putting in a reservoir shall
have a flood gate five feet in breadth and three feet hight
[sic] which shall be kept open as long as there is a good
sluice head in the creek for washing up.

Article 6th
Recorder; Fee; When Claim Must Be Recorded
There shall be a recorder elected and he shall be al-
lowed One dollar per claim for recording. Any person
leaving the Creek to be gone two months shall have their
claims recorded.
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Article 7th
Judicial Power
Any person or persons violating any of these resolu-
tions or by-laws shall abide the decision of a miners’

meeting.
Article 8th
Chinese Excluded
No Chinaman shall be allowed to purchase or hold
any claim on this Creek.

Article 9th
Adoption of Resolutions
Resolved, the foregoing articles shall come into effect
as Laws of this Creek on or after and from the twentieth
day of March A. D. 1860.
J. F. HEADRICK, Chairman,
V. P. COMSTOCK,
JAs. W. MEE,
E. THOMPSON,
Committee on Resolutions
FRANCIS SACKETT, Secretary
JOHN GOFF, Recorder.

[Filed and recorded with County Clerk, Mar. 24th, 1860]

MINING REGULATIONS OF JACKASS CREEK TIGGINGS
(Vol. 2, p. 164)

Resolutions and By-Laws of Jackass Creek from its
head to the junction with Poor Man’s Creek, Mar. 17,
1860. The foregoing [?] resolutions shall take effect
from the 19th day of Mar. 1860.

Article 1

Each miner shall hold a claim one hundred yards
square and as much by purchase as he represents.
[Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 are verbatim duplicates of
the Humbug Creek laws.]
After due consideration the above resolutions have
been unanimously adopted.
SAMUEL HINKLEY, Chairman.
JOHN D. BUCKLEY, Secretary.
Recorder, FRANCIS LoOGG.

[The interesting omission of Article 8 of the Humbug
Creek Laws, that excluding Chinese, should be noted.
Jackass Creek was the cosmopolitan area of Jackson
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County ; its records (locations, bills of sale, etc.) are a
riot of foreign names. The Chinese and French element
was very large. On December 25, 1861, Baptiste Escudé
and B. Dusselin [?] of Jackass and Poorman’s Creek
are recorded as selling their mining claim, “two cabins,
chickens, shovels, picks, two wheelbarrows, pans, floom
gsic] ]and sluice boxes, etc.” to China Cook and Co. for
145.

MINING LAwWS OF KANES CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES
(Vol. 3, p. 119)

Meeting
Pursuant to a call of the miners of Kanes Creek they
met at the claim of Theodore Henry, Electing James
Lawler President, Theodore Henry Secretary, J. Saffell,

Clerk.
Article first
Creek Claims; Working Period
Each miner shall hold one hundred yards square of
the creek for mining purposes, and that it shall be worked
within five days after there is a sluice head of water in
the creek.
Article second
Number of Claims to Be Held

A miner shall hold one claim by location and one

by purchase.
Article third
Gulch Claims
A gulch claim shall be one hundred yards long and
to extend from bank to bank.

Article fourth
Bar and Hill Claims
Each miner shall hold a bar or hill claim fifty vards
front and running back to the summit of the hill.

Article fifth
Ditch Restriction
No ditch shall be enlarged or dug out of the creek.

Article sixth
Sickness Privilege
No miner shall lose his claim by sickness.
J. SAFFELL, Clerk.
Nov. 15, 1860.
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MINING LAws OF Foot’s CREEK DiGGINGS (Vol. 3, p. 153)

Jackson County, State of Oregon.
Jan, 21st, 1861.
A miners’ meeting was called on the Right hand fork
of Foots’ Creek for the purpose of making mining laws.
Whereas W. J. Matney was elected President and
G. S. Moore Secretary and Clerk.

The following resolutions were adopted

Size of Claims
1st That each and every man shall be entitled to one

hundred yards up and down the Creek and fifty yards
on each side up the channel of the Creek.

Discovery Claims

2nd That the discoverers G. S. Moore, J. C. Ryal and
M. O’Hara shall be entitled to one discovery claim.

Necessary Work
3rd That each man or company shall hold their claim

or claims by renewing their notice or representing it by
work every twenty-fifth day.

Claims to Be Recorded
4th That each and every man shall have his claim re-
corded on the day of which he puts up his first notice,
to be recorded by the clerk elected on the Creek for that
purpose.

Clerk’s Fee
5th It is the duty of the Clerk to record all claims for
which applications may be made on said right hand
fork of Foots Creek for which service he shall be entitled

to One dollar for each and every claim so recorded by
said Clerk.

Change of Laws
6th That the above laws shall not be changed except

by unanimous consent of all the miners on said right
hand fork of Foots Creek.
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The above laws passed by unanimous consent of the

following named persons
H. D. MATNEY
G. S. MOORE
J. C. RyaL
IsaAc TATOM
MONROE O’HARA
I. D. OSBORNE
PETER S. ENYART
JAMES TATOM
JOHN OSBORN
A. WHITSER
J. M. MATNEY

MINING LAws OF LOWER JACKASS CREEK (Vol. 4)

Pursuant to notice the Miners met at the house of
Wm. Bryce & Co. for the purpose of enacting laws for
the Lower Jackass and adopted the following.

Article 1st. This creek from the forks of Jackass &
Poor Mans Creek near Logtown to its Junction with
Applegate shall be called Lower Jackass.

Article 2nd. Creek claims shall consist of one hun-
dred yards running up and down the stream and two
hundred yards wide.

Article 3rd. Any person or persons may be entitled
to only one claim by location and one or more by pur-
chase, said claims may be attached together and held as
one claim.

Article 4th. A claim shall not be considered jump-
able if worked one day in ten from the first December to
the first of April, and shall not be considered jumpable
the volume of the year if not represented.

Article 5th. Each company shall have the right to
a drain, run through next claim or claims below.

Article 6th. All miners shall have the right of any
fantail floom or sluices through the next claim, or claims
below, Provided it does not interfere with the working
of said claims.

Article 7th. No miner or company of miners shall
have the right to put in a dam or other obstruction in
the Creek.

Article 8th. All miners when leaving the claims
shall be required to post a notice on their claims stating
the boundaries of said claims.
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Article 9th. Motion that the President appoint a
Recorded for this Mining District, which he proceeded
to do by appointing Wm. Ray as Recorder.

Article 10th. All former laws of this Creek are
hereby repealed.

Resolved that these laws take effect from and after
the 20th day of Feb. 1863.

J. B. IRVINE,
Chairman.
D. K. HENDERSON, Secretary.

[It would be interesting to know if this represents
a secession from the “Jackass Creek Diggings” district.
Article 10 could be a “secession ordinance” as much as
it could indicate previous laws of a separate district. It
is quite certain that by 1864 Jackass Creek seems to
have been almost completely given up to Chinamen;
almost the only names appearing are such as Lin and Co.,
Tan and Co., Wong and Co., Lo and Co., Hing Foo and
Co. But in that case it is odd that no definite article
was made excluding Chinese, if this were an effort to
save a portion of the creek to the white men.]

MINING Laws oF WINEs CamP (Vol. 9, p. 121)

Mar. 18, 1867,
Art. 1. Resolved that this camp be called Wines’
Camp.

Art. 2. Resolved that the boundaries of this Mining
Camp shall commence at the mouth of Fall Creek and
include all of the upper waters of Jump Off Jo.

Art. 8. Resolved, the size of a claim in the Creek
and the Gulch shall be one hundred yards up and down
the creek and one hundred yards wide, also the same
size in the Gulch, a Hill claim shall be one hundred yards
front on the Creek or Gulch and run back to the summit
of the hill.

Art. 4. Resolved, a miner shall be entitled to three
claims in this camp, one in the Creek, one in the Gulch
and one in the hill.

Art. 5. Resolved, [when] a company of two or more
persons take claims in this camp, each member shall be
present when his notice is put up.

Art. 6. Resolved that all bills of sale given prior to
the adoption of these mining laws shall be void in this
Mining Camp with the exception of the bill of sale
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passed between M. Osterberg and H. Wines, on the tenth
day of December eighteen hundred sixty six.

Art. 7. Resolved, All claims in this camp shall not
. be considered workable until the 15th day of May 1867.

Art. 8. All claims when workable shall be held by
one days work in ten being performed on each claim.

Art. 9. And all claims shall be considered workable
when there is a sluice head of water on them after the
fifteenth day of May 1867.

Art. 10. And every miner shall be entitled to a drain
to his claim through the claim below his if necessary.

Art. 11. All tailings thrown upon another miner’s
ground shall be removed if necessary by the owners of
the claim that put them there.

Art. 12. Resolved, there shall be a recorder elected
for this mining camp, whose duty it shall be to record all
bills of sale and claims.

Art. 13. And it shall be the duty of every man taking
up claim or claims, to have his claim or claims recorded
within fifteen days after taking them up, except the
claims taken prior to the adoption of these laws which
shall be recorded within twenty days after taking up.

Art. 14. Resolved that the sale or transfer of a claim
in this miners camp shall not be valid unless said claim
i\i’ first recorded, except the sale of M. Osterberg to H.

ines.

Art. 15. Resolved that the Recorder shall receive one
dollar for each claim and each bill of sale he shall record.

Art. 16. Resolved that Henry Wines, the discoverer
of this mining camp shall be entitled to a Discovery claim
in the Creek and one in the Gulch.

Art. 17. Resolved that these mining laws be recorded
on the Records of Jackson County Oregon.

President, NELSON MCDONALD.
Secretary, D. H. SEXTON.

[See “Record of meeting to repeal or revise the Min-

ing Laws of Wines Diggings.”]

MINING LAWS OF BOARDMAN’S DIGGINGS
(Vol. 9, pp. 154-156)

State of Oregon, Jackson County,
Louse Creek, April the 16, 1867.

Pursuant to a public notice a meeting of the miners
on Louse Creek was held in the house of Boardman and
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Van Peer, Apr. the 6, 1867, for the purpose of enacting
laws to govern the mining camp, when the following pro-
ceedings were had. On motion of Mr. Plymale, J. B.
Wrisley was elected President of the meeting and on
motion of Mr. Wheeler, Henry Van Peer was elected
secretary.

. Resolved, that this camp be called Boardman’s Dig-
gings;

Art. 1. The jurisdiction of this mining camp shall
extend from the crossing of the old state road of Louse
Creek up Louse Creek to its source, including all of its
tributaries, gulches, hills, and Ravines to the summit of
the mountain on each side.

Art. 2. All creek claims shall be 100 yards long ex-
tending on the Creek and 100 yards wide.

Art. 3. Each miner shall be entitled to three claims,
a creek claim, a bank claim and a gulch claim.

Art. 4. All bank or hill claims shall be 100 yards
square.

Art. 5. Gulch claims shall be 100 yards long, extend-
ing on the gulch and 75 yards wide.

Art. 6. Miners or companies owning claims of each
class, either of them working on one claim should repre-
sent all.

Art. 7. All creek claims shall be workable from the
first of June until the first of December. All other
claims shall be workable when there is water to work
the same.

Art. 8. Miners owning more than one claim of each
class by purchase shall represent all their claims by work-
ing on any one of them.

Art. 9. All claims shall be recorded in thirty days
after it is located, or it shall be void after this date.

Art. 10. No person shall put tailings on another’s
claim without their consent.

Art. 11. Each miner shall have the privilege of cut-
ting a drain or race through another’s claim.

On motion Henry Van Peer was elected Deputy Re-
corder, whose business it is to record all claims and
transmit a copy to the County Clerk.

On motion of Mr. Wheeler the meeting adjourned.

J. B. WRISLEY, President.
HENRY VAN PEER, Sec’t.
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MINING Laws oF LOWER STERLING CREEK DisTt. (Vol. 9)

At a meeting of the miners of Lower Sterling Creek
District. Met persuant to previous notice. Met on the
fifteenth day of January 1867. When the laws of Oct.
the first 1859 were declared null and void and the fol-
lowing laws were enacted.

Sec. 1. The title of this Mining District shall be
known as the “Lower Sterling Creek District” and lying
from the mouth of Demming Creek to the mouth of Ster-
ling Creek.

Sec. 2. Each miner is entitled to hold by preemption
one Creek claim one hundred yards long including the
flats or bars of said creek on each side of the creek.

Sec. 3. Flat or hill claims to be one hundred yards
square.

Sec. 4. Each miner is entitled to hold by preemption
in addition to the said Creek claims, one flat, hill, or
gulch claim, the gulch claim to be 100 yards long and 60
yards wide.

Sec. 5. Any man holding claims in this district is
required to put up notices describing the same and if he
does not work them, he is required to renew the notices
once a month.

Art. 6. Any man can hold claims by purchase by
renewing the notices once a month, in addition to his
preemption claim.

Sec. 7. Any change in the laws of this district must
be made by giving ten days notice.

Signed by
LYMAN CHAPPELL
R. 1. CAMERON
NEWTON O. HASKINS
WM. HASKINS
THEODORE CAMERON
L. PHILLIPS
R. PHILLIPS

RECORD OF MEETING TO REPEAL OR REVISE THE MINING
Laws oF WINES DIGGINGS (Vol. 9, p. 195)

Pursuant to notice a miners meeting was held in
Wines Diggings May 1, 1867 for the purpose of revising
or repealing section “8” of the existing laws, at which
the following proceedings were had.
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On motion J. P. Blalock was appointed president of
the meeting and John M. Roberts secretary. On motion
a committee of three was appointed to draft resolutions.

Messrs [?] Manry, Risley, and Spaulding (the com-
mittee) offered the following Resolutions which were
read and adopted—yeas 24, noes 16.

Resolved that any persons holding claims in the camp
by location and continuously working one claim of either
class shall renew their notices on the others every thirty
days, counting from the 15 May 1867. The renewal shall
be by writing upon said notice “Renewed” with the date
of so doing, and it shall be sufficient to hold the same.

Parties holding claims by purchase in excess of the
number they have a right to locate shall work upon each
one day in ten—except when claims so held join—when
the working of one shall apply to the others.

J. P. BLALOCK,
President.

JOHN M. ROBERTS,
Secretary.

WINES CaMP, MINERS’ MEETING (Vol. 10, p. 20)

At a Meeting held in Wines Camp at Messrs [?] Ply-
male and Co. House, pursuant of notice of the 7th of
May 1867 by the miners of said camp, Geo. T. Sullivan
was called to the chair and C. P. Pendleton chosen secre-
tary to decide whether this camp is an old or a new
one. After hearing the evidence the meeting passed the
following resolutions by voting by ballot.

1st. Resolved that Henry Wines the reputed dis-
coverer of this camp is not entitled to discovery claims.

2nd. Resolved that a minor under the age of Fifteen
years is not entitled to hold mining claims in this camp.

3rd. Resolved that article 14 in the present laws of
this camp is hereby repealed.

There being no further business before the meeting
on motion it was adjourned sine die.

Wines Camp, Ogn

May 11, 1867
Geo. T. SULLIVAN, Chairman
CHASs. P. PENDLETON, Sec.
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MINING LAws OF CoYOTA [COYOTE] CREEK, OREGON
(Vol. 10, pp. 97-99)

Aug. 10, 1867.

Pursuant to call the miners of Coyota Creek met at
MacWilliams and Co’s cabin to make laws concerning
said District—Charles Benson in the chair, J. B. Hannum
[or Hannam ?] Sec.—Joseph Moran, Recorder.

Resolved—That this district be confined to the por-
tion of Coyota Creek in Jackson Co. and its tributaries.

Article 1st
Creek claims shall be one hundred yards long and
from bank to bank.
Article 2nd
Gulch claims shall be one hundred yards long and
fifty yards from the center of the gulch on each side.

Article 3d
Bench or flat claims shall be one hundred yards front
and two hundred yards back into the flat.
Article 4th
Hill claims shall be one hundred yards front running
back to the center of the hill.
Article 5th

Creek claims shall be represented from the 1st Dec.
to the 1st June.
Article 6th

Gulch claims shall be represented from the 1st Dec.
to the 1st April.
Article 7

Bench or flat claims shall be represented from the
1st Dec. to the 1st June.
Article 8
One person can hold two claims by location provided
they are not both of the same class of the above men-
tioned claims.
Article 9

No person or persons in this Dist. shall sell his or
their claims unless they have done work on the same to
the amt. of fifty dollars.

Article 10

Any person or persons leaving their claim or claims

for the period of ten days, unless in the case of sickness,
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when the laws require the claims to be represented shall
thereby forfeit the same.
CHARLES BENSON, President.
JOHN B. HANNAM, Secretary.
Filed and recorded in Mining Records of Jackson
County Oregon at 10 o’clock A. M. August 13, 1867.

MINING LAWS OF CoYOTE DisTtrICT (Vol. 10, p. 161)

I1st Resolved each miner can hold one Hundred
yards up and down the Creek and one hundred yards
from the center of the flat by preemption.

2nd Resolved, claims must be worked when water
will permit, or if left more than ten days shall be con-
sidered deserted unless in case of sickness.

3rd Resolved, all Gulches in this District shall be
the same as the Creek claims.

4th Resolved, the Discoverer of new Diggings shall
be entitled to one Claim Extra.

5th Resolved, all claims bought or preempted previ-
ous to the adoption of the above laws shall be considered
right and respected.

6th Resolved, Each miner can hold a hill claim apart
from his Creek claim until it can be worked.

Adopted at a miners’ meeting held at the Store on
the 21st April 1860.

HENRY SMITH, Chairman.
DAvID FERGUSON, Sec’t.

At a Miners’ Meeting held at the store May 4th 1861,
Mr. Lindskeog in the chair it was resolved that claims
lay over from June the first until Dec. the first.

D.. FERGUSON, Sec’t.

Filed for record, Aug. 26, 1867, and recorded the
same day.
W. H. HYDE, Co. Clerk.

MinNinGg Laws oF Covota CREEK (Vol. 11, p. 81)
Coyota Creek, Mar 13, 1867

At a Meeting held by the miners of Coyota Creek
Article 1st
Be it resolved that the mining law in regard to Gulch,
Hill, and Bench claims be represented from the first of
December until the fifteenth of March.
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Article 2
Be it resolved further that all laws in relation to lay-
ing aside Gulch, Hill and Bench claims be, and the same
hereby are, repealed.
Article 3

On motion the foregoing Laws were made a part of
the Mining laws of Coyota Creek passed on the tenth day
of August 1867. On motion meeting adjourned.

C. BENSON, President.
WM. C. HOLMES.

MINING LAWS STEAMBOAT MINING DISTRICT
(Vol. 11, pp. 82-86)

At a miners meeting held Steamboat City, Jackson
County Oregon April 30, 1869, M. F. Alcorn was elected
President and H. W. Tuttle, secretary.

The following mining laws were adopted.

Art. 1st

This District to be known as the “Steamboat Mining
District” comprises the following territory, to wit:—
Beginning at the head of the Cafion on Carberry Fork of
Applegate River about two and one-half (2:4) miles
below the mouth of Brush Creek including all of said
Carberry Fork, and its tributaries from said cafion to
its head.

Art. 2

A mining claim to comprise one hundred (100)
yards in length up and down the stream, flat, or channel.
River or creek claim to consist of the present bed, low
bars, and low channels, flat or high bar claims (in width)
from the high bedrock out of the river or creek to the
raising bedrock of the mountain or hill. Gulch claims,
the bed, bars, and banks. Hill claims, all the channel
or wash.

Art. 3

A person is entitled to three claims by preemption as
follows: One (1) in the bed of River or creek, One (1)
on a Flat; One (1) in a gulch or hill, as many by purchase
as he wishes.

Art. 4

All claim or claims shall be taken up by notices and
Recording. There shall be two (2) notices, one for
each end of the claim or claims, placed as conspicuous as
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possible with the date and name or names or the pre-
emptor or preemptors thereon. Said notice and record-
ing to hold good for ten (10) days if the ground is work-
able at the time of preemption. If not workable until it
is workable and ten (10) days thereafter.

Art. 5

Each claim to be represented by one day’s labor in
ten (10) days if workable unless said claims have
been opened and worked with sluices or other ma-
chinery, by leaving the sluices or machinery on the claim
or claims, holds them good for three (3) months, pro-
vided the owner or owners are not working a similar
class of claim or claims elsewhere by preemption. Any
person or persons having river claim or claims have a
right to remove their sluices and to work the same during
low water but shall state the case by a written Notice in
the vacated works. When two or more claims lay to-
gether and are owned by the same owner or owners
work on any one of said claims is equivalent to working
on all. All claim or claims when water is to be brought
on by damming, ditching, or by other artificial means
for their working, to be considered workable at all times.
All ditching or other preparatory works toward mining
to be considered as working on the claim or claims.

Art. 6

No person or persons have a right to put in dam or
dams, dump or obstruct any claim or claims in any man-
ner whatsoever if it be possible without too much ex-
pense to work their claim or claims in any other way
with equal facility and profit. Where any person or
persons owning claim or claims and are dumping or have
in dams or other works necessary for the working of
their claim or claims such ground as such dams or other
works obstruct to be considered not vacant.

Art. 7
The oldest claim to have prior right to water, dump-
ing, damming, etc.
Art. 8
All disputes arising in regard to title or the working
of any claim or claims to be left to referees, each party
choosing one, a miner; the two chosen ones to choose a
third. All of said referees shall reside and have a claim
in this Mining District. The duty of said Referee shall
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be to hear the evidence and statements bearing upon the
case before them and decide the question or questions
involved. If either party feel aggrieved at the decision
rendered, have a right and can appeal to a general min-
ers’ meeting of the district. It shall be the duty of the
Recorder to write out three notices calling said meeting
giving at least two days notice.

Art. 9

No deed or sale of a claim to be considered wvalid
unless the claim or claims have been preempted in ac-
cordance with the laws and customs of the mining dis-
trict and further said preemptor or preemptors shall
have worked or cause to be worked to t he amount of
Twenty (20) Dollars on said claim or claims.

Art. 10
Any person or persons Discovering New Diggings in
any River, Creek, Gulch, Flat, or Hill in this District
shall be entitled to an Extra Claim of One hundred (100)
yards.

Art. 11

All mining laws or customs heretofore Existing in
this Mining District not in accordance with the above
laws are hereby repealed and are now and henceforth
null and void.

Steamboat City April 3, 69.

M. F. ALCORN, Prest.

H. W. TUTTLE, Sec.

H. W. Tuttle was elected Recorder for one year.

MiINING Laws or UNION TowN (Vol. 12, pp. 64-G3)
July 2, 1870 '

Agreeable to a call issued through the notices duly
posted on the 19th ultimo a miners’ meeting organized at
T. Cameron’s store and elected J. W. Burrill chairman,
and W. A. A. Hamilton, Clerk. A motion was made and
carried that a new Mining District be organized and
named and known as the Union Town Mining District.

It was moved and carried that said Mining District
will be bounded on the north by the Jackass Mining Dis-
trict, on the East by the Lower Sterlingwell District,
on the South by the Comstock Ditch Dam, and on the
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West by the summit of the mountains bordering on the
main stream of the Applegate.

A motion was made and carried that a Recorder be
elected for said Mining District; in conformity with the
above F. M. Smith was put in nomination and duly
elected.

It was moved and carried that the following articles
be and are adopted as the By-Laws of said Union Town
Mining District.

Article 1st
The Hill or gravel lead claims shall consist of two
hundred yards in length, and to comprise the entire
width of the channel or gravel lead.

Art. 2

That Bar claims bordering on the main streams shall
consist of two hundred yards in length and comprise the
entire width of said Bars.

Art. 3

That creek claims shall consist of two hundred yards
in lergth and comprise the width of the bed of the Creek.

Art. 4
That Gulch claims shall consist of two hundred yards
in length and fifty yards in width on each side from the
center of said gulches.

Art. 5

That all miners shall be entitled to hold one Hill
c!aim, one Creek claim, one Bar claim, and one Gulch
claim, and that any miner shall be entitled to hold by
location one claim (in addition to those that the above
articles allow) for the discovery of new mines.

Art. 6

That miners shall hold their claims of all classes by
pnosting up one notice on said claims in a conspicuous
place and by having said claims recorded in the Recorder
of the s2id Mining District office and that a renewal of
said notices at said Recorder’s office once in every six
months will hold said claims and that neglect to comply
with said requirements will show by Recorders Books
that claims so neglected are abandoned.
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Art. 7

That the Recorder of said Mining District shall be
entitled to receive as fees fifty cents for recording each
claim of two hundred yards in length and twenty-five
cents for each renewal.

[No signatures.]

BOUNDARIES OF CAMPBELL MINING DISTRICT “GOOSE
LAKE VALLEY” (Vol. 12, p. 119)

Goose Lake Valley Oregon
Dec. 25, 1871.

Silas J. Day Co. Clerk

Jackson Co. Ore. Sir

You are hereby notified that at a miners’ meeting
held this day at the residence of Joseph Cooksey at
which twenty persons were present who are interested
in mines—a mining district was formed to be known as
the “Campbell Mining District,” and bounded as fol-
lows viz. Commencing at the mouth of Drews Creeks
and ruaning due west to the mountains beyond Sand
Creek, thence nortnerly along said summit to a point
due west of the summit between Chewacan and Goose
Lake valley, thence to said summit and along the same
easterly to the summit of the Sierra Nevada mountains,
thence soutnerly along said summit to Bullard’s canyon;
thence westerlv down said eanyon to the foothills of
Goose Lake valley, thence along said foothills southerly
to the south side of Bartin Creek, thence down the south
bank westerly to Goose Lake and across said Lake to the
mouti ol Drews Creek [to] the place of commencement,
being ail in Jackson countly, State of Oregon.

In witness whereof we have set our hands this 25th
Day of December, 1871.

JAS. SMITH, President.

CHAS. A. COGSWELL, Recorder.

Goose Lake Valley, Jan. 8, 1872.

(Vol. 12)
Silas J. Day, Co. Clerk
Jackson Co. Oregon  Sir
You are hereby notified that at a miners’ meeting
held at the residence of Ira Cogswell, Esq., on the 23
Inst [something very odd about dates: Marginal note
by County Clerk reads, “Filed for record Jan. 2, A. D.
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1872”] a miners district was formed to be known as
the Goose Lake Mining District and bounded as follows,
viz., commencing at the summit of the Sierra Nevada
mountains on the California and Oregon State Line and
running due west to Goose Lake along the Lake westerly
to the mouth of Barton Creek, thence along the south
branch of said creek to the foothills of Goose Lake valley,
themnce northerly along said foothills to Bullard’s canyon,
thence easterly up said canyon to the summit of the
Sierra Nevada mountains, thence southerly along said
summit to the State Line to the place of commencement,
being all in Jackson county, State of Oregon. In witness
whereof me have set our names this 8th day of Jan. A.
D. :1372.
CHAS. A. CoGSWELL, President.

M. J. CoGswELL, Recorder.

Louse CREEK MINING Laws (Vol. 14, p. 62-G7)
In pursuance to a call made Feb. 3, 1875

The Miners of Louse Creek and vicinity met at W.
K ahiers for the purpose of organizing a Mining District
and electing a local Recorder. On motion of E. Dimick,
William Kailer was chosen chairman. Cn motion of
H. Van Pier E. Dimick wa3 chosen secretary.

It was moved and carried th:at the bousndaries of our
District be as feilows: Commencing at the mouth of
Evans Creek Jacksen Courty, Qregon, runnirg up Evans
Creek taking in the west tributaries of Evans Creek to
the mouth of Pleasant Creck, thence up Picasant Creek
to thie mouth of Ditech Creek, thence up Ditch Creek to
its head taking in the west tributaries of Ditch Creek;
thence north to the headwaters of Jump O Jo, thence
down Jump Off Jo to the county line, taking in the south
tributaries of Jump Off Jo, thence following the county
lire to Rogue River, thence un Rogue River to the mouth
of Evans Creek, to be called the Louse Crezk District.

Cn motion H. Van Pier was elected Recorder.

It was moved and carried that the lower ledee be
c2lled the Boardman ledge, and the upper ledge be called
the Van Pier, the third and lowest ledge bz called the
Last Chance, all of the above ledges being situated on
the nortnwest side of Elk Mountain.

It was the request of the meeting that the County
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Clerk appoint H. Van Pier Deputy Clerk for this Dis-
trict. Grants Pass, Feb. 11, 1875.

WM. KAHLER, E. DIMICK,
Chairman. Secretary.

MINING LAWS OF JACKASS AND PoORMAN’S CREEK
(Vol. 15, p. 165)

Mirers’ Meeting
House of Miller and Savage
Jackass Creek, Feby. 21st, 1876.

Pursuant to public notice the miners of Jackass and
Poorman’s Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, met at the
above named place for the purpose of revising and
amending the mining laws of Jackass Mining District
and organized by the election of Wm. Miller as chairman
and Jesse Titus, secretary.

The object of the meeting having been stated on
motion a committee of five consisting of Francis Logg,
James McDonrell, Jochan McKee, Daniel Hopkins and
Jesze Titus were appointed to draft By-Laws and regu-
lations tn govern said Mining District, who after a short
recess submitted the following report, which was on
motion reccived and the committee discharged.

Cec. 1. Thet the Minirg Districts of Poorman’s
Cresk and Jackass Creek shall be consolidated and the
camre ghall irclude thece creeks and all the tributaries
and gulches from their source in the mountains to their
confluerce with Avpplegate.

See. 2. All the rules and regulations and By-Laws
of the Districts of Jackass and Poormans Creek are
hereby repealed and the following passed in lieu thereof:

See. 3. A mining claim in this district shall be one
unidred yards square.

Sec. 4. Each rerson shall be allowed to hold one
cveels elaim and one hank claim by location.

Sec. 5. Any eligible miner shall be allowed to hold
as many claims by purchese as he will represent and
work accorvdirg to these rules and Bylaws.

Sec. 6. Mo Morgolian or alien who has not declared
his intention to become a citizen of the United States
shall ever hold or work any mining claim in this district.

See. 7. If any person or company or corporations
shall employ Mongolians cr aliens until he declare his
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intention to become a citizen of the United States to work
any mining claim for one month it shall be forfeiture of
the claim and any citizen of the United States or eligible
foreigner who has declared his intention ot become a
citizen of the United States may locate and hold the same
at any time before the entry is made at the land office
for a patent.

Sec. 8. If any person or company or corporation
shall employ a Chinaman who was not in Oregon at the
time of the adoption of the constitution of Oregon to
work any mining claim or claims for ten days before the
entry of the same at the land office it shall be a forfeiture
of the claim or claims and the same may be located and
held by any citizen of the United States or any eligible
foreigner who has declared his intention to become a
citizen of the United States.

Sec. 9. Every person or persons owning a mining
claim or claims shall do or cause to be done one day’s
work in each and every week for each and every mining
claim he or they claim as long as there is a sluice head
of water in the creek, provided the claim or claims are
so situated that the water can be got upon them; and
provided, if the claims are together the work may be
done upon any ore of them.

Sec. 30. No person shall divert the water of either
creek to the injury of the claim or claims of any person
below.

Sec. 11. No person or company or corporation shall
erect a dam or reservoir or other obstruction in the
creek which shall work any injury to claimants.

Sec. 12. Any person or company or corporation put-
ting in a reservoir shall have a floodgate which shall be
five feet in breadth and three feet in height and shall
keep the same open as long as there is a ground sluice
head of water in the creek.

Sec. 13. As there is a dispute in regard to bank
claims these rules and regulations shall take effect and
be in force from and after their passage.

Sec. 14. These rules and regulations shall not bz
amended or repealed until after notice of the miner’s
meeting shall be published in the Jacksonville papers for
four consecutive weeks and the notices also posted up in
three conspicuous places in the district.
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On motion the rules and Bylaws reported by the com-
mittee were adopted by a unanimous vote. On motion
the proceedings of this meeting were ordered published
in the Oregon Sentinel and Democratic Times for four
weeks and that copies of the same be posted in the Dis-
trict at three conspicuous places.

On motion it was ordered that a copy be furnished
the County Clerk to put upon record in his office.

On motion the meeting adjourned.

W. C. MILLER, Chairman.
JESSE TITUS, Secretary.





